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writings tended to privilege the history of feminist activism and
consciousness and attempted to recover forgotten literary
history of women's writing. As Pamela K. Gilbert says in her
book Gender the early literature of this era also focused largely
on “reading women writers' resistance to patriarchy and on the
representation of female characters.” 29 In general, this period
was marked by sexual exploration and queer culture, as is also
reflected in Mrs. Dalloway or in the latter novel Oranges Are
Not the Only Fruit Nonetheless, this chapter focuses on the
four writers already mentioned in the introduction; Charlotte
Bront€, Thomas Hardy, Virginia Woolf and Jeanette Winterson,
cach of them writing in a different decade, or even century,
Charlotte Bronté in the first half of the 19th century, Thomas
Hardy in the second half of the 19th century, Virginia Woolf in
the first half of the 20th century and Jeanette Winterson in the
second half of the 20th century. Women were still perceived as
wives, mothers and keepers of the household at the beginning
of the 19th century, nevertheless, the repulsion and the need of
independence started to be apparent. As the development of
feminism has evolved during the centuries, even writers
projected their characters with more liberation and freedom.
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